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Forum:		United Nations Environmental Assembly

Issue:			Decelerating the process of desertification

Student Officer:	Chara Demosthenous

Position		Vice President of the UNEA

Mail: 			unea@munoh.de

Description of the issue:                                                                                                                                             

Desertification is a type of land degradation in which a relatively dry land region becomes increasingly arid, typically losing its bodies of water as well as vegetation and wildlife. It is caused by a variety of factors, such as climate change and human activities.
Desertification is a self-continuing process and it limits the land's ability to support life, which affects both wildlife and people. 
Factors that cause desertification include urbanization, climate change, overdraftingover drafting of groundwater, overgrazing, deforestation, natural disasters and tillage practices in agriculture that place soils more vulnerable to wind. 
Desertification affects topsoil, groundwater reserves, surface runoff, human, animal and plant populations. Water scarcity in drylands limits the production of wood, crops, forage and other services that ecosystems provide to our community.
Overgrazing is the major cause of desertification worldwide and it is defined as the practice of grazing-feeding-sustaining too many livestock for a very long period of time, not allowing the land to recover its vegetation. Overgrazing exceeds the carrying capacity of a pasture.
Desertification worsens due to the reduction of vegetation (also called deforestation). The removal of plants and the reduction of land covered by plantations, lead to advanced soil erosion and increase the chance of raindrop impact and runoff. Plants help shade the soil, so when plants are removed, the soil will be exposed to the sun and will dry out more quickly.
There are several solutions for bringing life back to arid lands. It is called “reversing desertification”, or decelerating the process of desertification, and it has a great deal to do with permaculture. 
Background information:                                                                                                                                         [image: 4234187.jpeg][image: 9422887_orig.png]

The issue of decelerating the process of the desertification concerns millions of people due to:
About 25% of the Earth’s land, or 3.6 billion hectares, is desertified.
Every year about 12 million hectares of arable land worldwide are lost to land degradation, and the rate is increasing;
 “Drylands” occupy approximately 40–41% of Earth’s land area and are home to more than 2 billion people;
It has been estimated that some 10–20% of drylands are already degraded, the total area affected by desertification being between 6 to 12 million square kilometreskilometres;
About 1–6% of the inhabitants of drylands live in desertified areas;
The livelihoods of nearly one billion people in some 100 countries are threatened by further desertification;
Desertification contributes to internal displacement and international migration of people;
	Comment by Lisa Dudek: This one does not really have anything to do with desertification, if you could either eliminate it or describe why especially China has this issue that would be awesome.
More than 1 billion people in China could face reduced freshwater availability because of climate change and population growth;
	Comment by Lisa Dudek: Lost incomes of whom?
Every year desertification contributes to an estimated US$42 billion in lost incomes;

By the 2050s, 50% of agricultural land in Latin America will be subject to desertification.

It is important to note that around 90% of the people who inhabit drylands live in developing nations that cannot afford to invest in reversing the desertification process and thus cannot ensure that their populations have access to adequate basic resources. As a result, instead of focusing on finding solutions that reverse or curtail aridification, people tend to abandon the deserts altogether and migrate to urban areas, swelling the population of city slums.
The problem is particularly acute in Africa (Sahel region), which has 37% of the world's arid zones. About 66% of its land is either desert or drylands. The impact is also severe in Asia, which holds 33% of the world's arid zones.
Degraded areas include the sand dunes of the Syrian Arab Republic, the steep mountain slopes of Nepal, the deserts of Australia and the deforested highlands of the Lao People’s Democratic Republic. In the Americas there are deserts that stretch from Southern Ecuador along the entire Peruvian shoreline and into northern Chile. Various European countries such as Italy, Portugal, Spain and Turkey also experience desertification.
The effects of desertification are often felt far beyond the regions where it is occurring. Airborne particles affect cloud formation and rainfall patterns. Dust storms from the Gobi Desert affect visibility in Beijing. Dust from the Sahara has been implicated in respiratory problems in North America and has affected Caribbean reefs.
Causes 
Overgrazing
Deforestation
Farming Practices
Urbanization and other types of land development
Climate Change
Stripping the land of resources
Natural disasters (such as droughts)
Effects 
Farming becomes impossible
Hunger
Poor water quality
Flooding
Overpopulation
Poverty

Possible Solutions
Policy changes related to how people can farm
Policy changes for other types of land use
Education on sustainable practices
Technology advances
Putting together rehabilitation efforts	Comment by Lisa Dudek: Please describe this bullet point further. 
Some delegates might not understand this point in the context as it is not directly stating what the solution would do. Further elaborate on what those rehabilitation efforts would be and who would implement them.

Historical background:                                                                                                                                      

There have been many efforts to raise the awareness of the people and attempts to find solutions to decelerate the process of desertification:
August 1971 - The first All-African Seminar on the Human Environment, convened in under the auspices of the Economic Commission for Africa (ECA), made specific recommendations for steps to be taken to combat the spread of deserts in Africa;
17 December 1974 - Initiated international action to combat the spread of desert conditions;
29 August - 9 September 1977 - UN Conference on Desertification – Plan of Action to Combat Desertification;
1992, Rio de Janeiro - United Nations Conference on Environment and Development (UNCED);
June, 1994 – Established United Nation Convention to Combat Desertification - the sole legally binding international agreement linking environment and development to sustainable land management;
1999 - Portugal, Italy, Greece, Turkey and Spain - agreed on a draft Terms of Reference for the preparation of the regional action programmeprogramme (RAP);
2005 - The Millennium Ecosystem Assessment estimated that 10% of the drylands suffer from one or more forms of land degradation;
2006 - International Year of Deserts and the Fight Against Desertification (IYDD);
September 2007 – UNCCD adopted 10 year strategic plan and framework to enhance the implementation of the Convention;
2010 – 2020 -The UN General Assembly declared the UN Decade for Deserts and the Fight Against Desertification to promote action that will protect the drylands. The Decade is an opportunity to make critical changes to secure the long-term ability of drylands to provide value for humanity's well being;
December 2016 - Implementation of the United Nations Convention to Combat Desertification in Those Countries Experiencing Serious Drought and/or Desertification, Particularly in Africa.


Glossary:                                                                                                                                                    

Abbreviations:
UNCCD – United Nation Convention to Combat Desertification
UNCED - United Nations Conference on Environment and Development
IYDD - International Year of Deserts and the Fight Against Desertification
NGO – Non-Governmental Organization
IGO – Intergovernmental Organization (composed primary of member states)
Permaculture - the development of agricultural ecosystems intended to be sustainable and self-sufficient
Resolution – document providing solution to an international issue
Position Paper – a written report outlining someone's attitude or intentions regarding a issue

How to prepare as a delegate:                                                                                                                     

Please be aware that this is not all the information that you will need. This research report gives an overview on the major issue and relevant website links.  We encourage you to research more on:
The issue (cause, effects and solutions) and adopt political and cultural attitude of the country you are representing;

Make sure that you provide your own best solutions for the topic covered;
Think about what your country can do to improve the situation and make some amendments so that you are ready to debate; 
Research what your neighbouring countries are doing regarding the issue;
Be sure who your allies are and what can you do to get more people involved;
Write at least one draft resolution and two/three position papers so that all topics of the forum are covered.
Please note that the deadline for sending in your documents is the 11th September 2017.
UN resolutions:                                                                                                                                        

http://www.un.org/en/events/desertification_decade/background.shtml
http://www.un.org/en/events/desertification_decade/docs.shtml
http://infoserver.ciesin.org/docs/002-478/002-478.html
http://unbisnet.un.org:8080/ipac20/ipac.jsp?ipp=20&spp=20&profile=bib&ri=&index=.TW&term=drought&matchopt=0%7C0&oper=OR&aspect=subtab124&index=.TW&term=desertification+&matchopt=0%7C0&oper=AND&index=.UD&term=A%2FRES%2F*&matchopt=0%7C0&oper=AND&index=.AW&term=&matchopt=0%7C0&ultype=&uloper=%3D&ullimit=&ultype=&uloper=%3D&ullimit=&sort=3100054&x=6&y=9#focus
Useful links:                                                                                                                                             

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Desertification
https://www.britannica.com/science/desertification
http://www.un.org/en/events/desertificationday/background.shtml
http://www.conserve-energy-future.com/causes-effects-solutions-of-desertification.php
http://downtoearth.danone.com/2014/03/04/how-do-we-reverse-desertification/
http://greentumble.com/causes-and-effects-of-desertification/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_Nations_Convention_to_Combat_Desertification
http://www2.unccd.int/

Sources:                                                                                                                                                     

http://munoh.de/research.html
http://www.unric.org/en/
https://scholar.google.de
http://www.findthedata.com
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Desertification
http://www.conserve-energy-future.com/causes-effects-solutions-of-desertification.php
http://unbisnet.un.org:8080/ipac20/ipac.jsp?ipp=20&spp=20&profile=bib&ri=&index=.TW&term=drought&matchopt=0%7C0&oper=OR&aspect=subtab124&index=.TW&term=desertification+&matchopt=0%7C0&oper=AND&index=.UD&term=A%2FRES%2F*&matchopt=0%7C0&oper=AND&index=.AW&term=&matchopt=0%7C0&ultype=&uloper=%3D&ullimit=&ultype=&uloper=%3D&ullimit=&sort=3100054&x=6&y=9#focus
https://www.ifad.org/documents/10180/77105e91-6f72-44ff-aa87-eedb57d730ba
http://www.un.org/en/events/desertification_decade/docs.shtml
https://ec.europa.eu/jrc/en/news/which-areas-planet-are-risk-desertification 
Photo images:
https://www.bing.com/images/search?q=desertification+photoes&qpvt=desertification+photoes&qpvt=desertification+photoes&qpvt=desertification+photoes&FORM=IGRE
http://photobucket.com/images/drought?page=2
https://www.google.com/search?q=Desertification&noj=1&client=firefox-b&tbm=isch&tbs=rimg:CQLJcQvNJTtFIjjbZ5YbPWeGiiUe-VpxrsLw4hZuyWYaI8Z4s3RzXY8hVdyDo_13XvSDfSZLHNCbJjgfkBG9OqWISsCoSCdtnlhs9Z4aKEfci-OjUwASYKhIJJR75WnGuwvARkP8-dKFK_1poqEgniFm7JZhojxhEKz1E1cf_1DLioSCXizdHNdjyFVEYyr0S77B6maKhIJ3IOj_1de9IN8RqXCFohuVnjoqEglJksc0JsmOBxH3SIf4stpFQSoSCeQEb06pYhKwEZhqi7j-elmo&tbo=u&sa=X&ved=0ahUKEwjYhLC4kq7UAhXJthoKHVNJAjwQ9C8IHA&biw=977&bih=626&dpr=1.09
YouTube:
http://www.unccd.int/en/media-center/Multimedia/VideoGallery/Pages/Desertification.aspx
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=w9RxnuBiFbg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LbFefdUM55Q
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qVcMSeXZnJI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Rh7U4-Ks9OE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jDjW8WvFcGQ
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